A Covenant of Accountability and Responsibility
Between ____________ and ____________ UMC

Date: _____________

Whereas the United Methodist Church values spiritual an emotional health and wholeness for all its clergy, lam members and constituents,
And whereas the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, through its adoption of Safe Sanctuary practices and procedures seeks to protect children, youth, and vulnerable adults in all of its member churches and ministries,

And whereas ____________________ has been charged and/or convicted in the criminal legal system with alleged or actual crimes against minors or other actions of a sexual or violent nature against a person or persons,

And whereas the United Methodist Church desires justice and fairness in all civil and criminal cases, balancing the need for the healing of alleged or convicted perpetrators with the healing of victims and their families,

Be it, therefore, resolved that a covenant of accountability and responsibility be entered into between ________________ and ________________ United Methodist Church, which calls forth the following actions by both parties:

1. That ________________ agrees to never work in any capacity with children and youth under the age of 18 or with vulnerable adults (adults unable to care for themselves).  This applies to both volunteer work and paid work, and work on the church campus and work away from the church campus that is a sponsored ministry of the church.

2. That ________________ agrees to never allow him/herself to be in a situation, or will remove him/herself from such a situation, where children and youth are gathered nearby, except in large gatherings such as worship or special events where there are many other adults present.
3. That ________________ and the ________________ UMC agree that whenever ________________ is on church property or a part of a sponsored ministry of the church, he/she will always be accompanied by an unrelated adult of the same gender.  This applies to all areas of the church, including sanctuaries, classrooms, offices, hallways, and restrooms.  The church will be responsible for approving or appointing the accompanying adult.
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	[name]
	
	Date
	
	Senior Pastor
	
	Date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	District Superintendent
	
	Date
	
	Lay Leader (or other church representative)
	
	Date


